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April 6, 2016 

 

San Luis Obispo County Planning and Building Department 

County Government Center, Room 200 

San Luis Obispo, CA 93408 

 

Re:     Planning Department Hearing of April 8, 2016 

           1726PAC, LLC Minor Use Permit for a Residential Vacation Rental 

 

Dear Ladies and Gentleman, 

 

By way of introduction, my name is Chuck Davison, President and CEO of Visit San Luis Obispo County.  I 

am writing in connection with the above referenced application to support residential vacation rentals 

in San Luis Obispo County that pursue licensing to operate legally.   

 

On June 10, 2015 the County Board of Supervisors approved the formation of a Tourism Marketing 

District (TMD).  The San Luis Obispo County TMD is comprised of all lodging businesses, including 

existing and future, within the incorporated and unincorporated areas of San Luis Obispo County.  

Lodging businesses are defined as all business that are assessed transient occupancy tax (TOT) in each 

respective jurisdiction.  The combination of the various lodgiﾐg Husiﾐesses Ioﾐstitute a さuﾐiケue lodgiﾐg 
ﾏi┝ざ that pヴo┗ides ﾐuﾏeヴous oppoヴtuﾐities foヴ ┗isitoヴs to “aﾐ Luis OHispo Couﾐt┞. 
 

The purpose of the TMD as outlined in the Management District Plan dated June 10, 2015 is for lodging 

businesses throughout the couﾐt┞ to さeﾐgage iﾐ joiﾐt ﾏaヴketiﾐg, ad┗eヴtisiﾐg, sales aﾐd pヴoﾏotioﾐal 
effoヴts.ざ  The goals aヴe to iﾐIヴease deﾏaﾐd foヴ aﾐd ヴe┗eﾐue fヴoﾏ lodgiﾐg sales.  The TMD ┘ill also ┘oヴk 
to increase the average length of stay, thus adding to total lodging revenue as well.   

 

There are over 1,300 lodging businesses in San Luis Obispo County.  They include hotels and motels, Bed 

& Breakfasts, Residential Vacation Rentals and select recreational vehicle (RV) parks.  Of the 1,300 

lodging businesses, approximately 940 are Residential Vacation Rentals.  The majority of Residential 

Vacation Rentals in San Luis Obispo County are in the unincorporated areas with the largest 

concentration in the Coastal Zone.   

 

On May 12, 2015 the San Luis Obispo County Civil Grand Jury submitted a report regarding Residential 

VaIatioﾐ Reﾐtals.  さWoヴkiﾐg oヴ Not:  Challeﾐges iﾐ EﾐfoヴIiﾐg Coastal VaIatioﾐ Reﾐtal Regulatioﾐsざ ┘as 
an investigative report that focused on the coastal areas of Avila Beach, Cambria and Cayucos.  We 

concur with the findings of the report and endorse and supplied feedback regarding its 

ヴeIoﾏﾏeﾐdatioﾐs.  A ke┞ fiﾐdiﾐg of the ヴepoヴt ┘as the ideﾐtifiIatioﾐ of さa sigﾐifiIaﾐt number of 

uﾐliIeﾐsed ┗aIatioﾐ ヴeﾐtals.ざ  It ┘as estiﾏated up to 50% of all ┗aIatioﾐ ヴeﾐtals ﾏa┞ He uﾐlicensed.  An 

additioﾐal pヴoHleﾏ ﾐoted is the use of さpヴeeﾏpti┗e liIeﾐsesざ foヴ ヴesideﾐtial ┗aIatioﾐ ヴeﾐtals.  This is 
where a property owner obtains a zoning clearance and TOT certificate in an effort to preclude a 
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